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Guidelines for Attending Worship 

 

On June 21, 2020, 10:00 a.m. Mill Creek Church of the Brethren plans to be open 

for in-person worship.   

Sunday School classes will not be meeting in person at the church.  The 

educational wings of the church will be restricted.  Some Sunday School classes 

have been meeting via ZOOM or other methods and are encouraged to do 

so.  Some classes have also made plans for a “social gathering” that follow proper 

health guidelines (each family brings their own food, no sharing of items, social 

distancing guidelines followed.)  The church shelter is an excellent location for such 

an event but will need to be reserved through the church office calendar. 

Worship service will continue to be streamed. 
For those who have been joining our online service, please know that this will 

continue and for many may be the best option for the first few weeks.  We look 

forward to having everyone in one location, but it is safest for everyone if we only 

have limited people at the live service.  Worship format will stay very similar to what 

has been streamed over the last few months. 

Guidelines for those attending worship 

• If you have experienced any symptoms or temperature in the last 14 days, or 

been exposed to someone who has tested positive for Covid-19, please wait 

at least 14 days before joining us for worship. 

• When coming for worship, it will be best to park in the rear parking or main 

parking lot.  You will not be forbidden from parking at the office side of the 

church, but we are trying to limit areas of contact. 

Everyone coming to church must wear a mask.   

• No one likes to wear a mask, but it is out of love and respect to each other 

that we wear a mask.  Even people who have shown no symptoms have 

infected others, and none of us want to infect someone else.  If you won’t 

wear a mask, we still love you, but please join us online instead. 
Please bring our own mask.  If someone needs a mask, there has been a 

donation of disposable masks which will be available at the door.  There have 

also been some offers to make some masks for those who are in need.  If you 

would be willing to make some masks for donation, please contact Mary 

Miller who will be tracking mask donations.  It would be wonderful if we had 

50-100 masks on hand for those in need, but we do not need to be 

overwhelmed with donations. 

• When arriving for worship, outside doors will be propped open to minimize the 

need for touching.  Hand sanitizer will be strategically located at each 

entrance. 

• To enter the main sanctuary level, please enter ONLY from the rear of the 

sanctuary.  Ushers will be there to guide you.  Every other pew is roped off to 
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allow for spacing.  Families are welcome to sit together if they have been 

freely interacting.  Please maintain a minimum of 6 feet between different 

households.  Everyone will enter the pews from the outside aisle and move to 

the center.  Once seated, please do not get up and move around.  At all times 

maintain proper 6 foot spacing. At the end of worship, pews will be released 

one at a time to minimize congestion, and you will exit by the center 

aisle.  Any visiting should be done outside. 

• Balcony seating has also been roped off for appropriate distancing. 

• During worship, there will be no passing of the offering plate or shaking hands 

or passing out bulletins.  Several boxes will be placed at the sanctuary 

entrances and exits to receive offerings.  Feel free to drop your offering in one 

of these boxes either before or after worship. 

• During our first phase of returning to worship, we will not be having 

congregational singing.  Group singing in a confined space has been shown 

to be one of the riskiest activities, so we will instead use special music to 

bring music into our services.   

• During announcements and prayer concerns, no microphone will be passed. 

• Greeting one another with a Holy Kiss shall only occur while wearing a mask! 

• There will be someone operating the elevator for those who need to use it. 

This is to eliminate multiple hands from touching the buttons. 

Bathrooms in the church will be restricted.  Please only use if there is a real 

need.  Women only will use the bathrooms located on the sanctuary level;  men only 

in the lower level.  Doors will be propped open, but a privacy screen will be in place. 

Water fountains will be unavailable.  If you are someone who knows that you will 

need a drink, please bring a bottle with you.  Just don’t drink too much (remember, 

bathrooms are restricted!) 

Children are to stay with parents.   

• There will be a children’s time during worship, but children are to remain with 

their families.  The nursery will not be staffed, but -+++will be available for use 

by church members if needed.  There will be items available for cleaning 

before and after use of the area.   

• Following current state guidelines, our sanctuary will not seat more than 160 

individuals.  This number would not allow for proper spacing.  A more realistic 

number is closer to 130.  If attendance exceeds what can reasonably be 

accommodated, overflow with appropriate spacing will be directed to the 

social hall where equipment is set up for showing the service live. 

• We look forward to stepping back from these guidelines as we are able, but 

feel it is in the best interest of the congregation as a whole to return to 

worship in a manner that is deliberate and well thought out. 


